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My God,  

my God, 

why have you 

forsaken me? 
Mark 15:34 

Image of Christo en la Cruz by Diego Velázquez from Wikimedia Commons (Public Domain); Scripture text from the New American Bible with Revised New Testament and Revised Psalms ©1991, 1986, 1970 CCD. 
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Garment-rending and other outward signs of 

religious emotion are easily manifested and 

frequently hypocritical; to feel true repen-

tance is far more difficult, and consequently 

far less common. We like to attend to the most exciting 

sporting events and other activities, for such things are 

pleasing to the flesh and senses; however, true religion is 

too humbling, too heart-searching, and too thorough for the 

tastes of the people of this modern world. They prefer 

something more ostentatious, flimsy, and worldly. Outward 

observances are temporarily comfortable; the eye and ear 

are pleased; self-conceit is fed, and self-righteousness is 

puffed up, but they are ultimately delusive. To face death or 

the Day of Judgment, the soul needs something more sub-

stantial than ceremonies and rituals to lean upon. Apart 

from vital godliness, all religion is utterly vain; offered 

without a sincere heart, every form of worship is a solemn 

sham and an impudent mockery of the majesty of heaven 

when it is done with the head, and not with the heart. 
 

Heart-rending is divinely wrought and solemnly felt. It is a 

secret grief which is personally experienced, not in mere 

form, but as the deep, soul-moving work of the Holy Spirit 

upon the inmost heart of each believer. It is not a matter to 

be merely talked of and believed in, but keenly and sensi-

tively felt in every living child of the living God. It is pow-

erfully humiliating, and completely sin-purging; but then it 

is sweetly preparative for those gracious consolations which 

proud and unhumbled spirits are unable to receive; and it is 

distinctly discriminating, for it belongs to the elect of God 

and to them alone. 
 

Can we rend our hearts? Sometimes our hearts can be natu-

rally hard as marble. If we find it hard to rend our hearts, 

then we must take them to Calvary: a dying Saviorôs voice 

rent the rocks of Calvary. That cry was the result of His 

agonies and sorrows, and it was so powerful. There was no 

other place where Christ showed his deepest grief as on the 

mount of Calvary, and there was no other moment in his 

life than on Calvary when He was so full of agony that he 

renders this loud cry, ñMy God, My God, why have You 

forsaken Me?ò (Mark 15:34) The death-cry of Christ, if we 

were physically present at the foot of the cross, would break 

our heart. What might have caused Him to cry so loudly as 

to rent the rocks of Calvary? The physical weakness 

brought upon Him by fasting and scourging was united with 

mental torture as the result of shame and ignominy. All 

these culminated his grief.  
 

Why do these words of Christ bring us consolation, glad-

ness and joy, not sorrow, when we pronounce them in our 

lives? Can we find joy in our sorrows? These words of 

Christ are meant to be a source of blessing for us; especially 

at a time when we see our economy completely crash and 

come to a standstill, with people unable to borrow money, 

yet being forced to pay back all debts and loans, prices sky-

rocketing as the value of our dollar crashes, people becom-

ing homeless, and many losing their savings. When bad 

things are happening economically, and when there is a 

spiritual breakdown occurring that involves a person's rela-

tionship with a transcendent being, God, it might be accom-

panied by assumptions related to meaning or purpose in 

life. 
 

The disorder may be accompanied by any combination of 

the following symptoms, including: feelings of depression, 

despair, and loneliness; loss of energy or chronic exhaus-

tion not linked to a physical disorder; loss of control over 

one's personal and/or professional life; unusual sensitivity 

to light, sound, and other environmental factors; anger, 

frustration, lack of patience; loss of identity, purpose, and 

meaning; withdrawal from life's everyday routines; feelings 

of madness and insanity; a sense of abandonment by God; 

feelings of inadequacy; estrangement from family and 

friends; loss of attention span, self-confidence, and self-

esteem; and frequent bouts of spontaneous crying and 

weeping. When all these things are happening in and 

around our lives, can we sit back, take a deep breath and 

cry, maybe loudly, these words of Christ from the cross: 

ñMy God, my God, why have You forsaken me?ò  
 

When we cry with faith in Christ, surely it will bring us 

consolation, not more sorrow. Before the experience of 

consolation we need to rend our hearts, not our garments, to 

experience Godôs hands working in our hopeless situations.  

Even here in the black spot of grief, we find heaven while 

gazing upon the cross; though we may lament, we may re-

joice in the consequences of our miserable life. For Christ is 

calling us to follow Him even when life is miserable: 
 

Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, 

take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever 

wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 

his life for my sake and that of the Gospel will save 

it. (Mark 8; 34) 
 

May the Lord fill your heart with the spirit of repentance!  
 

God bless you all, 
 

Fr. Tom  
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PLEASE NOTE CORRECTION!  
There was an error in the Parish Lenten Calendar.  The Parish 

Reconciliation, Individual, (Form I) will take place on Wednes-

day, March 4, there will be no reconciliation on April 7. 
 

Parish Staffing Update  
Due to the competing demands and the criticality of both Youth 

Ministry and Fundraising, we will be doing some restructuring in 

order to position the Parish to be successful in both of these areas. 

It has become apparent that the hours demanded of these positions 

are collectively more than the current full-time position (40 hours 

a week). So in order to meet the growing needs of Immaculate 

Conception, we are going to create two separate positions. We are 

going to have a part-time Youth Minister and a full-time Develop-

ment Director. The Development Director will be responsible for 

fundraising, planned giving programs, and grant writing. Incum-

bent Greg Tomala has been offered the Development Director 

position. 
 

Please Consider an Ad in our Bulletin  
Bud Bien of Liturgical Publications will be working on setting up 

the advertising for our parish bulletin the week of March 9. Please 

consider advertising in our bulletin since the revenue from the ads 

makes our bulletin possible at no cost to the parish. 
 

Advertisements can be purchased for a business, or a sponsor ad 

can be purchased supporting the parish with a Last Will and Tes-

tament or community service organizations such as emergency 

pregnancy counseling or Birthright. Please give these ideas some 

thought. We need and appreciate your help! If you  are interested 

or want more information, you call Bud directly at 952-852-4031 

or call the parish office at 763-788-9062 the week of March 9. 

We also ask that you patronize the people who do take ads and 

help support their businesses. 
 

CCW March 5th Meeting  
Members and I.C. parishioners are invited to join us at our March 

meeting. We will pray the rosary together at 6:30 pm followed by 

a guest speaker from the Community Concerns Commission of 

the Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women. Our speaker, 

Elaine Monitor, will talk about conservation and safety issues, 

primarily the concerns about plastic bottles and how they impact 

our grandchildren, future generations and our environment. A 

short meeting and social will conclude the evening. 

Parish News  
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Sunday, March 1,  

Mass, Intention, ÀBud Stone ______________________ 8:00 am 

Mass, Intention, IC Parishioners _________________ 10:00 am 

Basketball Tournament ________________ 10:00 am - 9:00 pm 

Lenten Retreat ________________________ 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Monday, March 2,  

Catholicism 101 _______________________ 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm 

Fundraising Committee Meeting __________ 5:30 pm - 7:00 pm 

Intramurals, Grades 3 and 4 ______________ 6:30 pm - 7:45 pm 

Girl Scouts Meeting ____________________ 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

Boy Scout Meeting ____________________ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

Intramurals, Grades 7 and 8 ______________ 7:45 pm - 9:00 pm 

Tuesday, March 3,  

Mass, Intention, ÀMitch De Mars __________________ 7:30 am 

Stewardship Committee Meeting _________ 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

Charismatic Prayer Group _______________ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

BeFrienders Reflection _________________ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Wednesday, March 4,  

Mass, Intention, ÀHelena Meemken ________________ 7:30 am 

Mass, Crest View ______________________________ 3:15 pm 

Intramurals, Grades 5 and 6 ______________ 6:30 pm - 7:45 pm 

Girl Scouts Meeting ____________________ 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Caregiver Support Group ________________ 6:30 pm - 7:45 pm 

Intramurals, Grades 5 and 6 ______________ 6:30 pm - 7:45 pm 

Family Formation Classes, K-6 ___________ 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

Reconciliation, Individual (Form I) ________________ 7:00 pm 

Bible Study __________________________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

Music Ministry Rehearsal _______________ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Intramurals, Open GymðHigh School _____ 7:45 pm - 9:00 pm 

Thursday, March 5,  

Mass, Intention, ÀCCW Deceased Members __________ 7:30 am 

Mass, ICS All School ____________________________ 8:30 am 

Funeral Schola Rehearsal _____________ 10:00 am - 11:00 am 

Childrenôs Choir Rehearsal ______________ 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm 

Loss of Spouse Support Group ___________ 6:30 pm - 8:00 pm 

ICCW Meeting _______________________ 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Cub Scouts Meeting ____________________ 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 

RCIA _______________________________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

Adult Bell Choir Rehearsal ______________ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Catholicism 101 _______________________ 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Friday, March 6,  

Mass, Intention, ÀHenry & Regina Malikowski _______ 7:30 am 

Bible Study _________________________ 9:30 am - 11:00 am 

My Brotherôs Keeper _________________ 10:30 pm - 12:30 pm 

Lenten Soup Lunch ___________________ 11:30 am - 1:30 pm 

Mass, Parkview Villa ___________________________ 1:15 pm 

Stations of the Cross __________________ 2:00 pm - 2:30 pm 

MYAS Basketball Tournament ___________ 4:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

Stations of the Cross __________________ 7:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Mass ________________________________________ 7:30 pm 

Saturday, March 7,  

MYAS Basketball Tournament ___________ 9:00 am - 9:00 pm 

Mass, Intention, ÀPat Ashmore ____________________ 5:00 pm 

Sunday, March 8, Daylight Savings Time Begins 

Mass, Intention, ÀJulia Armstrong _________________ 8:00 am 

Mass, Intention, IC Parishioners _________________ 10:00 am 

Fellowship Sunday ___________________ 8:30 am - 12:30 am 

MYAS Basketball Tournament ___________ 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Youth Activities ______________________ 11:00 am - 3:00 pm 

Confirmation I ________________________ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm 

 Monday, 3/2  

Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/ Mt 25:31-46 

Tuesday, 3/3  

Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday, 3/3  

Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday, 3/3  

Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25/Mt 7:7-12 

Friday, 3/3  

Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26 

Saturday, 3/4  

Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48 

Sunday, 3/5  

Gn 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Rom 8:321b-34/Mk 9:2-10 
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Parish Council Directory  

Chair  

Art Harris (kristih5@comcast.net) ............................... 763-572-8104 

Vice-Chair/Liturgy Commission  

Alex Gonsalves (agonsalves01@comcast.net) ............. 763-574-0435 

Secretary/Stewardship Committee 

Bonnie Shutte (bonnieshutte@hotmail.com) ................ 763-571-1081 

Pastor 

Fr. Tom Kunnel (Kunneltor@yahoo.com) ................... 763-788-9062 

Business Administrator 

Kathy Fraser (kfraser@immac-church.org) ................ 763-788-9062 

Trustee 

Gaye Jacobson (gayjacobson@mcn6.org) ................... 763-572-1403 

ICS Principal 

Richard Krainz (rkrainz@immac-church.org) ............. 763-788-9065 

Pastoral Ministry Commission 

Justine Grow (justine65@msn.com) ............................ 763-780-8331 

Social Justice Commission 

Julie Zilka (jlzilka@stthomas.edu) ............................... 763-788-7629 

Faith Formation 

John Ward (jaward2@comcast.net) ............................. 763-574-9612 

Maintenance Committee 

Steve Smith (ssmith@owensco.com) ............................ 763-781-1801 

At Large Member 

Casimir Burzynski ........................................................ 763-574-1819 

At Large Member 

Bill Lepsch (William.lepsch@kodak.com) .................... 763-572-9599 

School Advisory Committee 

Mike Greeder (mgreeder@comcast.net) ...................... 612-851-1014 

Youth Ministry and Stewardship 

Greg Tomala (gtomala@immac-church.org) ............... 763-788-9062 

Music Ministry  

Beth Kondrick (muppetmusic22@gmail.com) .............. 763-586-5909 

Finance Committee 

Bill Shutte (chevy346@comcast.net) ............................ 763-571-1081 

Church Directory  
EMERGENCY (DEATH OR ANOINTING)  

(763) 788-9062 (PRESS OPTION 2) 

Parish Office ..................................................... (763) 788-9062 

Monday - Friday  ......................................... 8:00 am ï 4:30 pm 

Parish Fax ......................................................... (763) 788-0202 

Reception Desk ................................................................ x 201 

Pastor, Fr. Tom Kunnel (Kunneltor@yahoo.com) ............ x 501 

Deacon, Larry Palkert 

Parish Office Coord./Assist. to Fr. Tom, Eve Benedix ... x 203 

Communications/Facility Scheduling, Susan Ashmore .. x 205 

Bookkeeper, Mary Strobl ................................................. x 206 

Business Administrator, Kathryn Fraser ........................ x 207 

Director of Faith Formation, Mary Nawrocki ................ x 210 

Faith Formation Secretary, Sr. Ruth M. Peterson .......... x 208 

Pastoral Care, Lorraine Mell ........................................... x 212 

Youth Director,  Greg Tomala ......................................... x 213 

Director of Liturgy and Music, Scott Fitzgerald ............ x 214 

Maintenance .................................................................... x 218 

Parish School .................................................... (763) 788-9065 

School Fax ......................................................... (763) 788-9066 

Principal, Richard Krainz ................................................ x 220 

Administrative Assistant, Dolores Zondlo ...................... x 219 

Extended Day Care, Jodi Bunish ..................................... x 225 

Pre-School, Cara Miller ................................................... x 226 
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Sacramental Information  
EUCHARISTIC LITURGIE S 

Tuesday - Friday Mass 7:30 am 

Friday Lenten Mass 7:30 pm 

Saturday Mass 5:00 pm 

Sunday Mass 8:00 am & 10:00 am 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Fridays during Lent 2:00 pm and 7:00 pm 

SAN DAMIANO CHAPEL  

Open weekdays 8:00 am to 4:00 pm 

RECONCILIATION  

Saturday 3:30 - 4:00 pm 

ANOINTING OF THE SIC K 

Communal, Fall and Spring; Individual, as requested 

BAPTISM, EUCHARIST, CONFIRMATION, RCIA  

Please call the Faith Formation Office. 

BAPTISM PREPARATION SESSIONS 

3rd Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm 

MARRIAGE  

Please call Father Tom in the Parish Office at least six  

months in advance to schedule or if you have any questions. 

SCHEDULED MARRIAGE W ORKSHOPS 

June 2, 2009 at 7:00 pm. 

WEBSITE  www.immac-church.org 

E-MAIL  icchurch@immac-church.org 
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Goal -  
$99,000 
 
 
 
  80,000 
 
 
 
  60,000 
 
 
 
  40,000 
 
 
 
  20,000 
 
 
 
  10,000 
 
 
 
  5,000 

ðENERGY SAVING PROJECTS 
 
ðINSTALL PERIMETER FENCING 
 
 
 
 

ðUPGRADE CHURCH ELECTRICAL PANELS 
ðSCHOOL ELEVATOR UPGRADES 
ðCHURCH ELEVATOR UPGRADES 
ðBOILER CHIMNEY TUCK POINTING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ðCONTINUED WINDOW LINTEL REPAIRS 
 
 

Year 3 

Building 

Restoration 

Fund 
 

$7,311.00 
 

Collected 

to date $7,311 
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Week 34 *Budgeted Received 
Surplus/

(Deficit) 

Collections 

Electronic Giving 

Other 

Social Justice 

$16,827.00 

 

 
 

$9,559.70 

3,072.50 

511.00 

208.05 

($3,683.80) 

 

 

 

Fiscal Year to Date Budget:  $572,118.00 

Received to Date:  $542,653.26 
 

*Capital expenditures/repairs are not included in budgeted figure. 
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Pastoral Ministry  
Lenten Retreat, The Passion  
Itôs not too late. The retreat is this Sunday from 1:00 - 5:00 pm.  

We have three great presenters and all day refreshments. There is 

no charge to attendðfree will offerings will be appreciated. No 

reservations are required, just come and give your spiritual life a 

lift.  
 

Bill and Kayôs Soup Kitchen 
This Friday, March 6 and every Friday during Lent, 

the Soup Kitchen will be open from 11:30 am to 1:30 

pm. Please join us for a Lenten lunch of mouthwater-

ing good soup, bread and crackers. The featured 

soups this week will be Clam Chowder, Tomato Basil and home-

made, Fresh Vegetable Soup. Come and give us a try. Again this 

year, a free will offering is needed to offset costs. We also have 

cartons for take-out soup. There will be a small charge of $2.00 

for take-outs. 
 

BeFrienders  
Our monthly ministry reflection meeting will be this Tuesday, 

March 3 at 7:00 pm in the St. Francis meeting room. Please try to 

be there or call with regrets. Thanks and God bless you. 
 

Fellowship Sunday  
Next Sunday, March 8, Fellowship Sunday will be hosted by Pas-

toral Ministry. The Pastoral Ministry visitors are so dedicated to 

this ministry of serving those not able to attend church by bring-

ing not only Eucharist to them but also a caring, loving, listening 

presence in their visits. Many of our parishioners who have been 

hospitalized at Unity Hospital have experienced receiving Eucha-

rist and prayer from these dedicated, caring ministers. We have 

ministers who visit care centers and assisted living homes, bring-

ing that loving, caring presence to so many. They are out there 

helping to bring people in wheelchairs and with walkers together 

so they can attend Masses in nursing homes and assisted living 

centers, where Father Tom presides. God has blessed me and this 

ministry with many dedicated people. We do need a few more 

hospital visitors. Iôm sure God will send them. Please stop down 

in Maranatha Hall next Sunday and let us serve you. Ask any 

questions you may have and maybe we can sign you up to be a 

Stewardship ðA Way of Life  
ñMy concern is not whether God is on our side; my greatest con-

cern is to be on God's side, for God is always right.ò 

Abraham Lincoln 

part of this ministry and while there, enjoy good food (oatmeal, 

doughnuts, juice and coffee). Come and enjoy fellowship with 

others. Thanks and blessings. 
 

Support Groups at IC This Week  
 

Wednesday, March 4 

Care Giver Support Group 6:30 pm 
 

Care giving is a gift of love, but at the same time it can become 

very trying and tiring. Please come and join us for sharing and 

caring with others who are feeling like you. 
 

Thursday, March 5 

Loss of Spouse Support Group 6:30 pm 
 

Come and share your journey through sorrow and loss with others 

who are and have experienced the same crying, grieving and even 

some laughter and rejoicing in remembering times past. We    

welcome you. We meet in the St. Francis room (upstairs from   

the parish office). For more information, please call Lorraine at 

763-788-9062 x212. 
 

In Need of Prayer? Please Call Us  
To add a name to the weekend Mass petitions, call 763-788-9062 

x 212. For private prayer call 651-631-3558. 
 

Pray For All Our Loved Ones Who Have Died  
Especially:  George Knoll, Gerald Genosky, Linda Morse,      

Margaret Wodziak and all who have died from war. May God 

grant them everlasting peace and joy in the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Pray For All the Sick , Especially: 

Catherine Banker Barb Brown LaVerne Carlson 

Marion Cellette Betty Clenert Greg Dominic 

Patricia Edson Shirley Flies Barb Garrison 

Julia Gillespie Josephine Haeg Kimberly Howard 

Lillian Maciaszek Betty Morrison Helen Nawrocki 

John McNiel Patricia Nolan Janet Peterson 

Jenny Sandy Roger Van House Rose Wasut 

Germaine Wolsfeld And all those on our prayer chain. 

Youth News  
Youth Mission Trip 2009  
This summerôs IC Youth Mission Trip is set for July 26 through 

31.  Weôll be sending ten of our high school aged youth, along 

with two adult chaperones to the Red Lake Reservation in north-

ern Minnesota.  Theyôll be joined by other youth ministries from 

parishes in our Archdiocese (Our Lady of the Lake, All Saints, St. 

Wenceslaus and St. Therese).  Please keep all of the travelers in 

your prayers. 
 

Youth Advisory  
Weôre proud to welcome the members of the new Youth Ministry 

Advisory Team.  This group will lend valuable assistance and 

insight to our Youth Ministry program. 

Thank You  

F ather Tom and the Parish Staff would like to thank: 

 

Mary Nawrocki and the Faith Formation volunteers who or-

ganized and participated in the retreat for our Confirmation 

students. 

Michelle Rademacher and the Music Ministry volunteers for 

putting on a successful and entertaining IC Follies show. 

ICS principal, Richard Krainz, the school faculty, Home and 

School and School Advisory for organizing and participating 

in the ICS Parent Meeting on February 17. 

Julie Zilka and the Social Justice Committee for organizing 

the ñFight FOCAò postcard campaign. 

Stewardship  



  Actual  Budget  

Increase/

(Decrease) 

Income      

 4010 · Envelopes 392,930.16  393,750.00  (819.84) 

 4020 · Plate Collections 22,304.13  43,750.00  (21,445.87) 

 4040 · Mass Offerings 719.00  1,000.00  (281.00) 

 4060 · Stole Fees 2,100.00    2,100.00 

 4080 · Investment Income 602.93  1,250.00  (647.07) 

 4110 · Bequests, Memorials, Spec. Gift 24,305.00  950.00  23,355.00 

 4120 · Parish Special Collections 82,861.19  4,200.00  78,661.19 

 4140   Annual Catholic Appeal Refund 9,348.00  10,000.00  (652.00) 

 4160 · Faith Formation/Religious Educ. 5,595.00  4,200.00  1,395.00 

 4220 · Parish Festival/Fund Raisers 49,762.23  60,099.98  (10,337.75) 

 4240 · Special Events & Activities 2,731.99  3,750.00  (1,018.01) 

 4260   Rental 590.00    590.00 

 4320   Insurance Reimbursement 2,048.10    2,048.10 

 4460 · Votive Offerings 1,307.08  100.00  1,207.08 

 4520 · Other Income 46,470.14  12,500.00  33,970.14 

 4600 · Extended Day Program 9,344.00  13,200.00  (3,856.00) 

 5000   Parish School Income 470,718.04  491,340.00  (20,621.96) 

Total Income 1,123,736.99  1,040,089.98  83,647.01 

 RESTRICTED INCOME 137,550.77     

OPERATING INCOME 986,186.22  1,040,089.98  (53,903.76) 

Expense      

 6020 · Priest Clergy Salary & Benefit 23,995.04  21,662.50  2,332.54 

 6040   Rectory & Housing Expenses 9,544.13  11,807.48  (2,263.35) 

 6060 · Parish Staff Wages & Benefits 203,085.91  214,357.78  (8,271.87) 

 6080   Compensation to Non-employees 2,400.00  0.00  2,400.00 

 6100 · Physical Plant Operation 43,150.78  12,000.00  31,150.78 

 6300 · Utilities and Assessment 17,895.79  31,300.00  (13,404.21) 

 6360 · Insurance 11,611.02  30,657.44  (19,046.42) 

 6370 · Parish Assessment 46,605.50  48,592.50  (1,987.00) 

 6390 · Stewardship Expenses 5,574.91  4,000.00  1,574.91 

 6400 · Pastoral Ministry 773.01  2,025.00  (1,251.99) 

 6450 · Social Justice Program 2,027.05  1,350.00  677.05 

 6500 · Parish Education Program Expense 10,016.50  6,050.00  3,966.50 

 6720 · Liturgy & Music 8,588.80  10,310.00  (1,721.50) 

 6820 · Administrative/Office 18,309.30  12,390.00  5,919.30 

 6840 · Professional Fees 4,563.95  1,435.00  3,128.95 

 6950 · Miscellaneous/Community Life 9,638.80  3,250.00  6,388.80 

 6960 · Other Financial Charges 117.15  125.00  (7.85) 

 7000   Parish School Expenses 531,931.21  480,917.50  51,013.71 

 7600 · Extended Day Expenses 10,347.12  23,268.44  (12,921.32) 

 8440 · Subsidy to Parish School 95,979.98  95,979.98  0.00 

Total Expense 1,059,155.95  1,011,478.62  47,677.33 

 RESTRICTED EXPENSES 45,773.79     

OPERATING EXPENSES 1,013,382.16  1,011,478.62  1,903.54 

NET INCOME (27,195.94)  28,611.36   

We moved backwards a bit on 
the income side during the 2nd 
Quarter.  This is primarily caused 
by being under budget in fund-
raising and school income.  We 
have two Parish fundraising 
events coming up in March and 
May that should assist us in meet-
ing budget and we have estab-
lished a much better process for 
collecting tuition.  We should see 
progress in both these areas.  On 
a positive note, because of 
Christmas we saw a jump in col-
lections, which certainly has 
helped our financial position.  
Please note that $137,550.77 is 
restricted income and cannot be 
used for general operations.  
This money was donated for 
specific purposes such as capital 
improvements.  So that leaves us 
with an operating income of 
$986,186. 
 

The Parish is doing quite well on 
managing its expenses.  As you 
can see, we are under budget in 
several areas.  It appears that 
we are over budget on our plant 
operations, but a significant por-
tion of these expenses are for 
building restoration and there-
fore restricted expenses (do not 
come from operation money).   
 

There is every indication that the 
School is turning the corner.  
With the reduction in staff that 
was implemented at the end of 
December and other cost savings 
measures, we should certainly 
see continued improvement in the 
end of 3rd quarter.  Another 
cause for optimism in the School 
is the success we are seeing in 
both the Food Service Program 
and Extended Day.  After com-
bined losses last year of -
$33,583.17, I am very happy to 
report that both are at or near 
breaking even.  So we are defi-
nitely moving in the right direc-
tion.  Please do not hesitate to 
call me or a member of the Fi-
nance Committee if you have 
questions. 

Kathy Fraser 

Business Administrator 
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School News  

Liturgical Catechesis  

Christôs Presence in the Assembly, continued... 

There is an old saying in the Church; translated it is usually ren-

dered that the measure of prayer is the measure of belief (lex 

orandi est lex credendi). That means that everything we do at 

Mass (or fail to do), everything we do with our prayer says some-

thing about not only what we believe personally, but also what the 

Universal Church believes and practices. This means every ges-

ture, every word, how we conduct ourselves and our children at 

Mass points to where we are in our continually growing faith life.  

We come to Mass to give thanks, to be strengthened in faith, to 

receive the Eucharist in Word, Sacrament and even fellowship.  
 

One thing is fundamental: liturgy is the ósource and summitô of 

our Catholic Faith. The center of the liturgy is the Eucharist, and 

that Eucharist must be celebrated by a community of faith gath-

ered to give thanks and worship to God. At this Eucharist we en-

counter the very Presence of Christ in its fullest and most real 

form. This is the teaching reiterated by the Second Vatican Coun-

cil. The council also teaches us that all people are called to ñthat 

full, active and conscious participationò in the Liturgy, ñwhich is 
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Liturgy and Music  

Our Father Who Art in Heaven  
ñé[A]nd so we have the courage to sayéò With these words the 

priest invites us to pray the Lordôs Prayer during Mass. Because 

of Jesus, who brings us into Godôs presence, we can boldly ad-

dress God and call Him ñFatherò. 
 

The personal relation of the Son to the Father is something 

that man cannot conceive of nor the angelic powers even 

dimly see: and yet, the Spirit of the Son grants a participation 

in that very relation to us who believe that Jesus is the Christ 

and that we are born of God. 
 

When we pray to the Father, we are in communion with him 

and with his Son, Jesus Christ. Then we know and recognize 

him with an ever new sense of wonder. (CCC 2780-81) 
 

Saying our Father acknowledges a whole new relationship with 

God. Because of Jesus, ñwe have become óhisô people and he is 

henceforth óourô Godò (CCC 2787). We also say our because of 

the communion we have with all the brothers and sisters who are 

of ñone heart and one mindò (see Acts 4:32). 
 

What does ñWho art in heavenò mean? Heaven does not mean a 

place, but rather ña way of being.ò It refers to ñGodôs majesty and 

his presence in the hearts of the just. Heaven, the Fatherôs house, 

is the true homeland toward which we are heading and to which, 

already, we belongò (CCC 2802). 

Mary Nawrocki 

Social Justice 
Respect Life  
The Holy See Press Office released the following 

bulletin regarding the meeting of Pope Benedict 

and U.S. House Speaker, Nancy Pelosi at midday 

on February 18: 
 

Following the general audience the Holy Father briefly 

greeted Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the United States House 

of Representatives, together with her entourage. 
 

His Holiness took the opportunity to speak of the require-

ments of the natural moral law and the Churchôs consis-

tent teaching on the dignity of human life from conception 

to natural death which enjoin all Catholics, and espe-

cially legislators, jurists and those responsible for the 

common good of society, to work in co-operation with all 

men and women of good will in creating a just system of 

laws capable of protecting human life at all stages of its 

development. 

Vatican City, 19 Feb 2009 (VIS) 

(From www.vatican.va/news-services/press/vis) 
 

ñMeals on Wheelsò Drivers Needed 
We will be delivering meals the week of March 9-13. If youôre 

able to drive any of these days please call Sharon and Cliff 

Shedlov at 763-571-7437. 
 

ICC provides drivers for this program for a one week period, 

every six weeks. New drivers are always needed to help deliver 

the meals. If you have time available between 11:00 am and 

12:30 pm one day, a few days or even the entire week we are 

driving, this may be the ideal volunteer position for you. 
 

To learn more about volunteering for this program contact Sharon 

or Cliff at the above number. 

The Living Stations  
Please join us as we gather together to witness 

the performance of the Living Stations here at 

Immaculate Conception Church. The perform-

ance will be given by the eighth grade class of 

Immaculate Conception School. Join us on 

March 13
th

 at 9:00 am or 7:00 pm! All are 

welcome! We hope to see you there! 

Faith Formation  

their right and duty by reason of their baptism.ò We not only have 

a right to participate in the sacred offering of the Mass, the Holy 

gathering around the table of the Eucharist, but we have an obli-

gation to do so. There is the rub. 
 

Some people will always raise the complaint, ñbut I donôt get 

anything out of itéò We may have more sophisticated ways of 

expressing this, but it comes down to the same thing. ñWhat did I 

get from it,ò however, is often the wrong question. Yes, we 

should and do receive spiritual nourishment from our experience 

at Eucharist. That happens in many ways on many levels; some 

canôt be immediately seen and many do not enter our emotional 

realm at all. Mass is, however, not a consumer commodity. We 

donôt simply takeéwe also give. Mass is our offering of our-

selves. So then the better question is, ñWhat did I bring to give?ò  

The very word Eucharist means ñthanksgivingò. 
 

Godôs presence through the gathered assembly takes many forms. 

How does God pray through you? 

Scott M. Fitzgerald, OblSB, MA 

Director of Music & Liturgy 


